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Introduction
All researchers must abide by the flammable and combustible liquid limits as outlined by
the Ontario Fire Code. Flammable and combustible liquids must be stored in the flammable
and combustible cabinet. The use of flammable and combustible cabinets protects the liquids
against flash fires, excessive internal temperature in the presence of fire and contains any
spilled flammable liquids to prevent the spread of fire. Cabinets must be clearly labelled
indicating that the cabinet contains flammables and that open flames and sources of ignition 
must be kept away. In order to minimize storage of flammable and combustible chemicals, 
purchase the smallest quantity of liquid whenever possible. 

Associated Procedure
Storage Guidelines 

� Containers must be kept closed at all times when placed in the cabinet 
� Whenever possible, place bottles in a tray to contain leaks 
� The cabinet is designated for flammable and combustible materials only. Do not store 

any incompatible materials in the cabinet. 
� Flammable and combustible cabinets are located under the bench of alcoves in the Wet 

bench laboratory areas. Labs that share a cabinet are responsible for making sure 
that chemicals in the cabinet are all compatible. 

� The RCF flammable and combustible cabinets may be used for temporary storage
when performing experiments in the core areas. RCF Coordinators must be consulted
and informed before leaving any chemicals in the cabinets. 

Limit Guidelines 

� Each laboratory space should not have more than 300 L (flammable and
combustible liquids) of which not more than 50 L shall be flammable 

� The container used for storing flammable should be no larger than 5 L 
� Larger volumes must be stored in the shared Flammable Solvent Room located at

the corner of Queen and Victoria, just north of the small parking lot in the shed. Access
to the room is via key that may be signed out through the Research Facilities Office.
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